
EO COMPLAINT PROCESS 
 

“EO HOTLINE”  
502-210-6527 

If you have concerns, you may file 
either an Informal or Formal Com-
plaint. 
 
Informal Complaint 
 
 Not filed in writing 
 
 No timeline or suspense nor is 

it reportable 
 
 You can see your EOL, EOA or 

chain of command to resolve 
your concern 

 
Formal Complaint 
 
 Filed with EOA within 60 days 

from the incident 
 File in writing and complainant 

swears to accuracy of infor-
mation 

 Mandatory timeline and is re-
portable (commanders may au-
thorize investigations of com-
plaints over 60 days) 

JANUARY: 3rd Monday in January 
“Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday” 
 
FEBRUARY: 1-28 February 
“National African American/Black History 
Month” 
 
MARCH: 1-30 March 
“Women’s History Month” 
 
APRIL/MAY: April/May Sunday to Sunday 
for week encompassing Yom Hoshoah  
“Days of Remembrance” for Victims of the 
Holocaust 
 
MAY: 1-31 May 
“Asian American and Pacific Islander Herit-
age Month” 
 
JUNE: 1-31 June 
“LGBT Pride Month” 
 
AUGUST: 26 August 
“Women’s Equality Day” 
 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER: 15 Sep-15 Oct 
“National Hispanic Heritage Month” 
 
NOVEMBER: 1-30 November 
“National American Indian Heritage Month” 

ETHNIC OBSERVANCES  
TIMELINE 

Women’s History Month          
Observance 

USACC AND FORT KNOX 
 



WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

Women’s History Month had its origins as a national celebra-
tion in 1981 when Congress passed Pub. L. 97-28 which au-
thorized and requested the President to proclaim the week 
beginning March 7, 1982 as “Women’s History Week.” 
Throughout the next five years, Congress continued to pass 
joint resolutions designating a week in March as “Women’s 
History Week.” In 1987 after being petitioned by the National 
Women’s History Project, Congress passed Pub. L. 100-9 
which designated the month of March 1987 as “Women’s His-
tory Month.” Between 1988 and 1994, Congress passed addi-
tional resolutions requesting and authorizing the President to 
proclaim March of each year as Women’s History Month. 
Since 1995, Presidents Clinton, Bush and Obama have issued 
a series of annual proclamations designating the month of 
March as “Women’s History Month.”  

 

CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION DESIGNAT-
ING THE MONTH OF MARCH AS                                           
“WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH” 

 

Whereas American women of every race, class, and ethnic 
background have made historic contributions to the growth and 
strength of our Nation in countless recorded and unrecorded 
ways; 

Whereas American women have played and continue to play a 
critical economic, cultural, and social role in every sphere of the 
life of the Nation by constituting a significant portion of the labor 
force working inside and outside of the home; 

Whereas American women have played a unique role through-
out the history of the Nation by providing the majority of the vol-
unteer labor force of the Nation; 

Whereas American women were particularly important in the 
establishment of early charitable, philanthropic, and cultural 
institutions in our Nation; 

Whereas American women of every race, class, and ethnic 
background served as early leaders in the forefront of every 
major progressive social change movement; 

Whereas American women have been leaders, not only in secur-
ing their own rights of suffrage and equal opportunity, but also in 
the abolitionist movement, the emancipation movement, the 
industrial labor movement, the civil rights movement, and other 
movements, especially the peace movement, which create a 
more fair and just society for all; and 

Whereas despite these contributions, the role of American wom-
en in history has been consistently overlooked and undervalued, 
in the literature, teaching, and study of American history: 

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, that March is designated as "Women's History 
Month." The President is authorized and requested to issue a 
proclamation for each of these months, calling upon the peo-
ple of the United States to observe those months with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF WOMEN IN THE ARMED FORCES 

 American Revolution (1775-1783): Women serve on the battlefield as 
nurses, water bearers, cooks, laundresses and saboteurs. 
War of 1812: Mary Marshall and Mary Allen nurse aboard Commodore 

Stephen Decatur's ship United States. 

 
Mexican War (1846-1848): Elizabeth Newcom enlists in Company D of 
the Missouri Volunteer Infantry as Bill Newcom. She marches 600 miles 
from Missouri to winter camp at Pueblo, Colorado, before she is discovered 
to be a woman and discharged. 

Civil War (1861-1865): Women provide casualty care and nursing to 
Union and Confederate troops at field hospitals and on the Union Hospital 
Ship Red Rover. Women soldiers on both sides disguise themselves as 
men in order to serve. 

1865: Dr. Mary Walker receives the Medal of Honor. She is the only woman 

to receive the nation's highest military honor. 

Spanish-American War (1898): 1,500 civilian nurses under contract to 
the U.S. Army are assigned to Army hospitals in the US, Hawaii, Cuba, 
Puerto Rico, Guam and the Philippines, as well as to the Hospital Ship 
Relief. 

1901: Army Nurse Corps is established. 

1908: Navy Nurse Corps is established. 

 World War I (1917-1918): More than 35,000 women serve as nurses, 

telephone operators, stenographers and yeomen stateside and overseas. 

Army Reorganization Act (1920): A provision of the Army Reorgani-
zation Act grants military nurses the status of officers with "relative rank" 
from second lieutenant to major, but do not grant full rights and privileges. 

World War II (1941-1945): More than 60,000 Army nurses and more 

than 14,000 Navy nurses serve stateside, overseas and aboard ships. 

1942: Women's Army Auxiliary Corps, later the Women's Army Corps, 

established.  

Women Airforce Service Pilots, the WASPs, are organized and fly as civil 
service pilots.  

Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service, the WAVES, estab-
lished by the Navy 

Coast Guard’s women’s reserve, known as the SPARs, established 

1943: Marine Corps Women's Reserve established 

1947: Army-Navy Nurse Act makes the Army Nurse Corps and Women's 
Medical Specialist Corps part of the Regular Army; gives permanent com-
missioned officer status to Army and Navy nurses. 

1948: The Women's Armed Services Integration Act grants women per-

manent status in the Regular and Reserve forces of the Army, Navy and 
Marine Corps as well as in the newly created Air Force. 

Executive Order 9981 ends racial segregation in the armed services 

 1949: Air Force Nurse Corps established 

Korean War (1950-1953): Reserve servicewomen are involuntarily 

recalled to active duty. 

1953: The first woman physician is commissioned as a medical officer in 

the Regular Army. 

Navy Hospital Corps women are assigned positions aboard Military Sea 
Transportation Service ships for the first time. 

1958: Military nurses are assigned to the hospitals which deploy during the 

Lebanon crisis. 

1965: First woman Marine assigned to attaché duty. Later, she is the first 

woman Marine to serve under hostile fire. 

Vietnam War (1965-1975): Some 7,000 American military women serve 

in Southeast Asia, the majority of them nurses. 

1967: Legal provisions placing a two percent cap on the number of women 
serving and a ceiling on the highest grade a woman can achieve are re-
pealed. 

1969: Air Force Reserve Officers Training Corps opens to women. 

1970: The first women in the history of the armed forces, the Chief of the 

Army Nurse Corps and the Women's Army Corps Director, are promoted 
to brigadier general. 

1971: An Air Force woman becomes the first woman aircraft maintenance 

officer. 

The first woman is assigned as a flight surgeon in the Air Force and the Air 
Force Reserve. 

A staff sergeant becomes the first female technician in the Air Force Re-

serve. 

1972: The Reserve Officer Training Corps is opened to Army and Navy 

women. 

1973: The first Navy women earn military pilot wings and the Navy accepts 

its first woman chaplain. 

1974: An Army woman becomes the first woman military helicopter pilot. 

1976: Women are admitted to the service academies. 

The Air Force selects the first woman reservist for the undergraduate pilot 
training program. 

1977: The first Coast Guard women are assigned to sea duty as crew 

members aboard the Morganthau and Gallatin. 

Military veteran status is granted to WASPs who flew during WWII. 

1978: The law banning Navy women from ships is ruled unconstitutional. 

Congress amends the law by opening non combat ships to women. 

The Women's Army Corps is disestablished and its members integrated 
into the Regular Army. 

1979: An Army Nurse Corps officer becomes the first African-American 

woman brigadier general in the history of the armed forces. 

The Marine Corps assigns women as embassy guards. 

1980: The first women graduate from the service academies. 

1982: The Air Force selects the first woman aviator for Test Pilot School. 

1983: The first Navy woman completes Test Pilot School. 

Approximately 200 Army and Air Force women deploy to Grenada on 
Operation Urgent Fury 

1986: Six Air Force women serve as pilots, copilots and boom operators 
on the KC-135 and KC-10 tankers that refuel FB-111s during the raid on 
Libya. 

A Navy woman becomes the first female jet test pilot in any service. 

1988: NASA selects its first Navy woman as an astronaut. 

1989: 770 women deploy to Panama in Operation Just Cause. 

NASA selects its first Army woman as an astronaut. 

War in the Persian Gulf (1990-1991): Some 40,000 American military 

women are deployed during Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm. 

1991: Congress repeals laws banning women from flying in combat. 

1993: Congress repeals the law banning women from duty on combat 

ships. 

The first woman service secretary in the history of the armed forces is 
appointed. 

1994: The USS Eisenhower is the first carrier to have permanent women 

crew members 

The first woman, an Air Force major, copilots the space shuttle. 

1995: The first female Marine pilot pins on naval flight wings 

. 2003: The first Native American servicewoman is killed in battle. She 
was one of three women who became prisoners of war during the first 
days of the war in Iraq. 

2005: The first woman in history is awarded the Silver Star for combat 

action. She is one of 14 women in US history to receive the medal. 

The first woman in US Air Force history joins the prestigious USAF Air 
Demonstration Squadron “Thunderbirds.” She was also the first woman 
on any US military high performance jet team. 

2007: The last woman veteran of World War I dies. 

2008: For the first time in US military history, a woman is promoted to  

the rank of four-star general. She is promoted by the US Army. 

2015: All combat positions open to women 


